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*BCM Lunch
Arts & Sciences Center
Current Students:
Summer I, II, III & Fall
Registration
HSU Transfer
Counselor in
Arts & Sciences Center
PTK Bake Sale
Main Building
Awards Ceremony Malvern Community
Center
Finals Week
MBSF Breakfast Student Lounge/
Eagle’s Nest
PN Pinning Ceremony
- First Baptist Church

Every
Wednesday
Now-May 11

April 25
10:00am-1:00pm
May 1 & 2
May 4
6:00pm
May 7-10
May 7
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Paige Nominated into the 2012 TRiO Hall of Fame
By: M. Johnson

College of the Ouachitas TRiO
staff, along with, Sonia Paige,
TRiO’s Hall of Fame recipient,
attended the National TRiO Day
celebration held at Harding
University in Searcy, Arkansas, on
Saturday, February 25th. The
theme was “College Opportunity
Programs: Paving the way to
America’s Prosperity.”
Sonia Paige was nominated by the
College of the Ouachitas TRiO
staff as the 2012 COTO TRiO Hall
of Fame recipient. She along with
Upward Bound (UB), Talent
Search (TS), Student Support
Services (SSS), Educational
Opportunity Centers (EOC), and
McNair TRIO Hall of Fame
recipients were honored. Each
recipient was presented a medal
with a lanyard during the 2012
National TRiO Day activities.
National TRiO Day was organized

in 1986 as a
Congressional
resolution
which
was
meant
to
focus
the
n a t i o n ’ s
“attention on
the needs of
disadvantaged
young people
and
adults
aspiring
to
improve their
lives, to the
necessary
investment if
they are to become contributing
citizens of the country, and to the
talent which will be wasted if that
investment is not made.”
Over 320 participants attended
TRiO Day this year. Each TRiO
program had the opportunity to
donate non-perishable food items

for
the
“Arkansas
Food
Bank,”
enter a poster
contest utilizing
the theme for a
1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place winner,
and
donate
coins
for
college.
Two
scholarships
were awarded,
one to a high
school senior
and one to a
s t u d e n t
currently enrolled in college in the
amount of $400.00 each.
The guest speakers included TRiO
participants, TRiO alumni, and Mr.
Jason McGehee, representative
from Congressman Tim Griffin’s
office.

Fourth Annual Embracing Diversity
By: L. Stafford

May 10
6:00pm

Career Center
Graduation Malvern High School
Auditorium

May 12
10:00am

Graduation Malvern High School
Auditorium

May 12
2:00pm

Registration Begins Summer I, II, III, & Fall

May 16

Memorial Day Holiday
Campus Closed

May 28

Classes Begin Summer I & II

May 29

TRiO Staff

“Each year Embracing Diversity
seems to get bigger and better
than the last”, according to TRiO
Director Marshel Johnson.
Embracing Diversity has become an
annual cultural event hosted by
College of the Ouachitas TRiO
Student Support Services
Department. An array of items

from many countries
and various cultures
are displayed in the
Great Room during
the two day event.
This year’s special
guest speaker was
Ms. Claudine James,
Malvern Junior High English
teacher. She also brought in a
display in honor of Black History
Month, which is observed during
February.
Over 300 visitors
toured the exhibit this year.
“The TRiO Student Support
Services would like to thank those
that contributed to this year’s
walk.
We appreciate the
opportunity for our students,

faculty, and staff
to display some
of their personal
treasures at the
event each year”,
expressed Lori
Stafford,
TRiO
Student Support
Services Administrative Assistant.

Visitors enjoy the
Embracing Diversity displays
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Dr. Stephen
Schoonmaker,
COTO President

From the President’s Desk...
As this is my first communication
in our College Newsletter, I
decided to start with a thank you.
I have been honored at the
outpouring of welcome my family
and I have received from the
College and local communities
since arriving in Malvern in
January. It has truly helped me
ease into my new role here as
president,
and
helped me quickly
create a sense of
belonging to this
fine institution and
this
wonderful
region
of
the
country. As I settle
into both my work
and home settings,
I enjoy doing so
with the intention
of
leading the
College and being
an active member
of
our
local
community for a
good many years to
come.
The past year has certainly
involved a great many changes for
College of the Ouachitas.
Receiving reaccreditation,
changing our name and the
transition in presidential
leadership – to name a few – have
presented tremendous
opportunities for us, but also
could make anyone’s head spin! I
have heard questions when I am

out and about on campus and in
the community about whether
these changes mean we might
continue the trend of offering
fewer professional-technical
programs which are the
foundation of our history as an
educational institution. I can
assure you that it will be our
intention to reverse this trend. In
fact, we have already begun, and
will continue, to restore, revamp,
and create new professionaltechnical programs that are
relevant to the workforce needs
of the communities we serve in
Hot Spring, Clark, Dallas, Saline
and Grant Counties. As a
comprehensive two-year College,
it is my vision that we not only be
THE local option for gaining
workforce skills, we will continue
to be the AFFORDABLE place to
start a four-year baccalaureate
education.
As we bring the 2011-2012
academic year to a close, I am
excited to preside over our
graduation ceremonies on May 12.
Due to an overwhelming increase
of graduation participants (a 50%
increase from our norm), we will
have two ceremonies this year:
one at 10:00 a.m. for our Career
Center graduates, and one at 2:00
p.m. for the College
graduates. We have several new
innovations planned for the
ceremonies to make them unique
from each other yet

Several College of the Ouachitas SkillsUSA
members recently attended and competed
in the Arkansas Department of Career
Education’s SkillsUSA State Championships
held at the Hot Springs Convention Center.
Pictured are some of these students along
with Instructors Mike Dingler, John
Bratton, Cathy Petty, and
COTO
VP
for
Instructional Affairs Dr.
Martin Eggensperger and
COTO President Dr.
Stephen Schoonmaker.
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remain special for the students and
the celebration of their
accomplishments.
Looking ahead to next year, there
are many new ventures on the
horizon: looking to become a
Leader College for the
National Achieving the Dream
effort; developing and
implementing our commitment to
strengthen entrepreneurship in our
local communities; improving our
ties to local businesses and
industries; more fully launching our
alumni program, and increasing our
foundation giving; strategically
applying for and – if successful –
implementing grant supported
quality improvements; designing a
campus master facilities plan, as
well as review and revise our
campus strategic plan, and continue
our continuous quality
improvement efforts through data
collection and analysis of
institutional effectiveness metrics.
I hope you enjoy reading this
newsletter. I would be interested
in hearing from you as we all look
to a positive future for the College
and our communities. Take care
and be well.
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Hardage Brings Home Gold
The SkillsUSA Gold Medal in school started, Bismarck High School absolutely love it when the students
Automotive Service Technology was worked with COTO to allow Michael back me up. This is the second year
recently “brought home” by Ouachita t h e a b i l i t y t o c o n t i n u e h i s in a row that we have achieved the
Career Center/Bismarck High School employment in the afternoons. The highest award in the state for an
Student, Michael Hardage.
real world experience assists in automotive student. Michael is a
Michael, along with several
wonderful young man
College of the Ouachitas
with a strong work ethic
SkillsUSA members recently
and makes an excellent
attended and competed in
ambassador for the
the Arkansas Department of
program,” expressed
Career Education’s SkillsUSA
John Bratton, College of
State Championships held at
the
Ouachitas
the Hot Springs Convention
Career
Center
Center.
SkillsUSA is a
Automotive Instructor.
national collaboration of
By winning state,
students, teachers and
Michael has qualified to
industry partners working
compete at the national
towards the future success of
competition in Kansas
America's workforce. There
City. To help with
were roughly 1,600 students
expenses of the trip, the
that competed in Arkansas'
SkillsUSA/Ouachita
statewide competition
Career Center is asking
recently.
for donations to help
Michael Hardage with Instructor John Bratton
Michael is enrolled in the
with funding.
To find
National Apprenticeship Training reinforcing the theory and operation out more information, please contact
Foundation (NATF) system. This past that he receives in class.
John Bratton at 501.332.0261 or
summer was able to work at Tim
“I like to tell people that we have the jbratton@coto.edu.
Parker Chrysler in Hot Springs. When best program in the state and

Library Corner

April 23rd is recognized as William
Shakespeare's birthday,
English tea and scones
were served recently
during a Poetry reading. A
collection of Tea Cups are
currently displayed in the
cases at the front of the
library.
April 23 – 27 is Money Smart
Week, sponsored
nationwide by the Federal
Reserve Bank and the
American Library
Association. A presentation
from the Dave Ramsey
Money Smart Course will
be held that week (TBA) by

COTO.EDU

Teresa Avery, CPA and
Financial Aid Counselor.
There will be prize winning
opportunities all week.
The Book Club meets the first
Tuesday of each month.
The next meeting will be
on Wednesday, May 2nd,
at 2 p.m. in the library
c o nf e re nc e ro o m t o
discuss Major Pettigrew’s
Last Stand.
Students,
faculty, staff and
community are invited to
join the book club. A title
is read each month,
provided by the Arkansas
State Library, and chosen

by the members from its
book club list. If you’re
interested in joining or
would like to see a student
book club started, stop by
the library and see Mary Ann
or Linda.
As a reminder, the Library staff is
available for assistance with their 27
computers, online databases, books,
journals, magazines, newspapers and
more. This assistance and the facilities,
including two study rooms and a
conference room, are available 12
hours a day Monday through
Thursday (7:30 am – 7:30 pm), and 8
hours on Friday (7:30 am – 4:30 pm).
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Entrance
Tower;
by: Deborah Williams
Student Article

The tower is a lighted 25’ steel
structure with brick base and
features two 30” diameter clocks. It
is supported by four columns
consisting of a steel frame with a
plexiglass “skin”. The center of the
tower contains three discs in a
vertical line; attached to the
columns by rods.
The Entrance Tower to College of
the Ouachitas is more than a
landmark to the entrance of the
school. It is also a sculpture and
monument to the importance of a
collegiate institution in the civic,
business, and education areas of the
community and the surrounding
areas.
Architect, John Corley,
demonstrates this importance
through the geometry of the
design.
The use of a tower as a landmark in
itself portrays the importance of a
community college. Towers
traditionally symbolize authority
and power of civic bodies. They
draw the eye up symbolizing
upward movement. The lights in
the base, at night, transform the
tower into a beacon of light,
further enforcing the theme.
Mr. Corley’s use of triangles in the
design illustrate an important
aspect of the significance of the
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tower. Viewed from the side,
triangles are created from the
negative shapes of the rods. These
point to the discs. Viewed from the
front, the discs and rods in the
center become
wheels with
spokes, suggesting movement. The
use of three discs represent the
civic, business, and educational
importance of the college. These
areas of importance are outlined in
S.G. Seals’ article, OTC: A winning
ingredient for Malvern area, June
2011 At College Circle Newsletter.
The four columns consist of two
vertical
steel
beams connected
at intervals by
horizontal bars
with panels of
glass
inserts,
giving
the
appearance of a
visual
ladder;
suggesting
“climbing
the
ladder
of
success”.
The
center
design
serves
several purposes.
It creates balance
by filling the area
to create a more

unified whole. The negative space
created by the steel allows sunlight
to flow through, giving a sense of
lightness to the heavy steel. The
contrast between the round
shapes of the discs and the angular
lines of the steel softens the
structure, adding to the overall
unity.
Finally, the two clocks that crown
the tower have symbolic and
aesthetic importance. A clock
marks the passage of time. It
refers to changing and adapting to
changing needs of the community.
A clock is also a circle.
A circle is a universal
symbol of infinity. It
symbolizes potential.

*This article was
written
by
Humanities:
Art
student, Deborah
Williams, as part of a
class assignment.
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COTO is ‘Achieving the Dream’, One Student at a Time
By: B. Pierce

Malvern’s own College of the
Ouachitas is proud to be a part of the
national nonprofit Achieving the Dream
(ATD) program.
This program is
aimed at increasing student success and
producing higher graduation rates,
specifically targeting low-income
students, and/or minority students.
Arkansas is honored to be among 30
other states utilizing the program, with
a total of four colleges represented:
College of the Ouachitas (COTO),
Pulaski Technical College, National
Park Community College, and Phillips
Community College of the University
of Arkansas.
John Brockman, ATD coach-facilitator
for COTO and President Emeritus of
Coastal Bend College in Texas,
summed up the sentiment of COTO
when he said, “For many college
students, the tunnel is getting shorter
and the graduation light brighter—
thanks to Achieving the Dream." One
such student who believes ATD was
significant in the success of his college
experience is Caleb McCollett, a
current student in Composition I at
COTO.
“I think she was a great teacher. She
was able to explain things at a level that
everyone understood,” Caleb says of

Donna Hill, his Basic
creative thinking than
Writing Instructor during
I’m used to, but
the Spring semester of
that’s a good thing,”
2011. “I had issues with
he says laughing.
typing and constructing
COTO has many
paragraphs, but after her
more students like
class, it was easy.” Caleb
Caleb in their ATD
grew up in Arkadelphia,
program, and expects
Arkansas, where he was
to see all of them do
homeschooled all the way
well in their college
through high school. Like
endeavors.
many new college students,
Every entrepreneur
he had his worries. “I’m
begins
his/her
pretty good with numbers
business venture with
because it’s black and
one goal in mind—to
Caleb McCollett
white. Writing is more of
succeed.
If they
a gray area for me,” he says of why
don’t succeed, their business has failed.
writing was more challenging at first.
The community college standard of
Caleb works with his father in
success is not based on how much
Arkadelphia, and between juggling
money it produces, or even necessarily
school, work, financial issues, and the
on how large the enrollment is; the
ordinary stresses that come with being
community college’s main concern is
a regular teenager, he needs faculty
student retention and graduation. The
members that care about his success as
college’s life force is based on how well
a student. Speaking on the faculty at
the students succeed in their
COTO, Caleb says, “Everybody here is
academics. College of the Ouachitas is
cool. Everyone’s friendly and easily
delighted that through the initiative of
accessible.” Caleb made a B+ in Basic
the Achieving the Dream program, they
Writing, and is on his way to making an
are doing just that: helping students
A in Comp I. “[Comp I] is a bit more
and meeting them in their need, one
difficult than Basic Writing. Some of
student at a time.
the assignments cause us to use more

The Gift I Gave Myself, by Kathleen Hicks
Student Article

One of the qualities that many women
hold is to be givers to those around
them. I have always found myself
caring for my family and friends, and
putting my needs on a back-burner.
The other thing I realized was that
more than half of my life was over, and
with financial needs and time on my
hands, I decided to give myself the gift
of returning to school.
I did my research and chose
College of the Ouachitas as the college
I would give my very best attention to
in furthering my education. Going
through the process of testing and
enrollment was a good experience. I
noted the enthusiasm of the staff and
their willingness to help.
This
enthusiasm gave me the confidence to

take the steps needed to go for the
education I so desired.
When school started, I was scared
and overwhelmed. Through the help
of the TRiO program, many of the
school’s tutors, and a helpful staff,
here I am forty years out of high
school and making good grades. My
new experience of attending College
of the Ouachitas has developed a
wonderful sense of accomplishment
for me.
By choosing to go back to school, I
have given myself the opportunity of
many more options in the work force.
This is a gift that can never decay or fall
apart and thanks to all of those who
support my efforts, I hope to make this

gift one that will hold many surprises
to come.

*This article was written by Comp I
student, Kathleen Hicks, as part of a
class assignment.

A higher degree of you.
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COTO Sponsored Teams Undefeated
The COTO Eagles (formerly known
as the OTC Eagles) Boys and Girls
Club basketball team has
experienced extreme success! The
college has sponsored this team for
three years; 2009, 2010, and
2012. In those years the team has a
combined record of 29-0. Two
players have been a part of the
entire 29-0 record, BJ Francis and
Gavin Chaney both have three
championships under their
belts. This year College of the
Ouachitas added an additional team
by sponsoring the 1st & 2nd grade
COTO Eagles, as well as the 3rd & 4th

grade COTO Eagles. Both teams were
coached by COTO’s Career Pathways

Director, Billy Francis. The teams
both finished the season undefeated.

COTO Eagles 3rd & 4th Grade

COTO Eagles 1st & 2nd Grade

CIS Program Takes First Place
The Computer Information System
(CIS) program at College of the
Ouachitas participated in the
Computer Information Systems Non
-COBOL Division Contest
Sponsored by Acxiom at Hendrix
College in Conway held on March
12th. Instructor Daniel Moix with
students, Adam Poindexter, and
Uriah Adams (pictured left to right)
took first place in their division.

COTO Students Among Arkansas SkillsUSA Officers
Two College of the Ouachitas
students will represent Arkansas
this year as SkillsUSA State
officers, Alexis Huell and Ben
Duncan. Several college students
from around the state ran for state
officer positions at the Fall
Leadership Conference. Alexis
Huell is standing to the immediate
left. Ben Duncan is fourth from the
left.

Remember to check our
website for important info!
COTO.edu
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Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/COTO4ME

